Hello!
My name is Sarah Applegate, and I am in Helsinki from January through May 2011 on a Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching grant.  This grant is designed for K-12 teachers to conduct research overseas on educational topics. In the US, I work in Lacey, Washington, just an hour south of Seattle, as  a “teacher librarian” at River Ridge High School.  I am in Finland researching how Finnish students learn research and information literacy skills.  I am particularly intrigued by Finland because, of course, Finland has an outstanding educational system, but also the fact that Finns are active public library users, and few schools actually have a school library, or school librarian.
In the US, I work full-time teaching research and information literacy skills to students in grades 9-12.  I work with teachers to develop interesting projects and I teach students skills in searching, evaluation, notetaking and ethical use of information.  I also work with students to find “just the right book” and one-on-one to help them learn about using information effectively while managing a library collection, and a textbook collection of over 40,000 copies (I am very lucky to have 2 assistants!).
I am currently visiting as many schools as I can- I am interested in visiting schools with school libraries, and without. I have been talking to students about their research skills and how they use the school and public libraries, and I have been talking to teachers about how they teach research skills. When I can, I am talking to school librarians about their work as well.
I am very intrigued by how research skills are expected to be taught in all parts of the curriculum.  The majority of the students I have talked to feel that they are “pretty good” at research, and that teachers from many curriculum areas teach parts of the research process to them.  I am also very interested in the role the public library plays in student’s lives.  Most students I have talked to say that they use the public library regularly and that they appreciate the resources available there.  In the US, we don’t have the public library connections and branches that are available in Finland, but I think we could learn to collaborate with the librarians there more effectively.  In addition, I think our teachers should know more about how to teach research skills so that more teachers throughout the building have high expectations of students research skills.
I am still looking for schools to visit!   I have been to schools in Mikkeli, Helsinki, Espoo and Oulu, and plan to travel to Turku and Tampere.  If you would be willing to let me come and see your school, talk to students and teachers, and get to know how you teach research skills, I would love to come!  I have a small travel budget, so I am also willing to travel a bit.  My husband and 3 year old daughter are here with me, and they have enjoyed the opportunity to visit new places, museums and parks as well.
Thank you so much for your hospitality.   I have met many generous teachers and fun, energetic students who are willing to practice their English, and give me information for my research, and I am very grateful.
Please feel free to email me at:
wlmasarah(at)gmail.com
Thanks- Sarah Applegate
